


First Minister’s Advisory Group on Human Rights Leadership  
27 March 2018, Edinburgh
Minutes

In attendance:
Professor Alan Miller (Chair), Dr Katie Boyle (University of Roehampton, London), Dr Tobias Lock (University of Edinburgh), Professor Paul Hunt (University of Essex), Professor Nicole Busby (University of Strathclyde) , Judith Robertson (Chair of Scottish Human Rights Commission), Kavita Chetty (Head of Strategy & Legal Scottish Human Rights Commission), Gill Surfleet (Head of Secretariat) , Adam Bruton (Secretariat and Policy Officer) (Minutes) 

Apologies
Shelagh McCall QC (Black Chambers, Faculty of Advocates), Professor Aoife Nolan (University of Nottingham), Professor Elisa Morgera (University of Strathclyde)

1. Welcome and Introductions.
· The Chair welcomed all to the second meeting of the Advisory Group and asked the newly formed secretariat, consisting of Gill Surfleet and Adam Bruton to introduce themselves to the group.
· Members were thanked for the quick turnaround of their papers which would form the main discussions for the day

2. Updates 
· The Chair is due to meet on 1 May 2018 with the Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security and Equalities and the Minister for Social Security.
· The Chair has recently met with the Scottish governments Chief Statistician, Roger Halliday regarding National Performance Framework (NPF)
· The Chair recently met with the Convenor and Vice Convenor of the Scottish Parliaments Equalities and Human Rights Committee to discuss their report that is due to be published in early June 2018. 
· Meetings have or are in the process of being arranged with political party leaders.

3. Reference Group meeting – 26 March 2018
· The inaugural meeting and half day workshop  took place on 26 March with members of civil society. 
· The purpose of the Reference Group is to support the First Minister’s Advisory Group on Human Rights Leadership to make recommendations to the First Minister with recommendations to be bold and ambitious. 
·  The meeting focussed on the process and role of the Reference group and was followed during the break by a practical and future planning session.
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4. Advisory  Group members papers – discussion
· The group members discussed each of their papers, focussing on a particular strand.  These included:-
· Dr Katie Boyle – Structure, models of incorporation of U.N Human Rights treaties.
· Professor Paul Hunt – Process, operationalisation of structure through forms of accountability, remedy and empowerment.
· Professor Nicole Busby – Structure and process, EU equality and employment rights post Brexit.
· Professor Elisa Morgera - EU environmental rights and broader UN  network.
· Dr Tobias Lock – Structure and process – the Charter of fundamental rights post – Brexit.
· Due to the availability of group members not all presentations were presented on the day but consideration and discussion of their papers took place at the meeting.
· The Chair asked the authors of the papers if they can add a note of reflection on how they can enrich them and where they can identify common frameworks or strands within. 

5. National Performance Framework (NPF)
· Alessia Morris and Euan Shields from the Scottish Governments Data, Statistics & Outcomes Division attended the meeting to present the NPF’s indicators and frameworks. 
· Dr Alison Hosie, Research Officer at the Scottish Human Rights Commission also attended to present on the work that she has carried out in conjunction but looking specifically at human rights issues.

Action points

	who
	action
	Date to be reviewed
or completed

	Members
	To discuss the findings of the report by the Scottish Parliaments Group on Human Rights.
	July 2018 

	Members
	Working papers – to develop a short note of reflection and share with the Chair and Secretariat. 
	Mid April 2018 

	Secretariat 
	To map out Tribunals, Ombudsman, Inspectorate and other regulatory bodies.
	Due by next Advisory Group meeting

	Secretariat
	Arrange future Advisory Group meetings
	Immediately 

	Secretariat 
	To share all presentations from the meeting of 27 March 2018 with Group members
	Immediately

	Nicole Busby
	Arrange meeting rooms at Strathclyde University
	Once dates of meetings have been arranged
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